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Aldo Abreu

NUVO, Indianapolis
June 30 - July 7, 2004

"EARLY MUSIC FESTIVAL: THE PUBLICK MUSICK (★★★✩✩)
Indianapolis Art Center; June 25

The Festival Music Society musical director Frank Cooper once again returned from Miami to host
his 32nd season in the capacity of serving up music whose exoticism is often due to its temporal
remoteness from our era - compared with most classical-music series.  The FMS' first concert saw
a packed IAC Auditorium to hear a six-player group known as The Publick Musick -- featuring the
great recorder player Aldo Abreu -- in a program mostly devoted to works of Antonio Vivaldi
(1678-1741).  Since The Red Priest (as he was called) is late-Baroque and close enough to our
time to be using our scales and tonal structure, his merit rests not on exoticism so much as on his
inspiration level for a given piece.  Vivaldi's five offerings presented a varied assortment,
inspiration-wise -- his final Concerto in G Minor for recorder, flute, oboe, violin, bassoon and
continuo being the best.  The group generally displayed stylish, first-rate playing throughout."  --
TA
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